Cleveland High School

Mrs. Adkins

Syllabus

English II

Course Description: English II, a class for tenth graders, emphasizes the foundations of grammar, composition, and literature. The class focuses on the genres of world literature and on increasing communication skills. Composition skills include the persuasive essay and expository essays, character sketch, note taking for research purposes, the continued development of vocabulary, and grammar usage through writing. Major works include Julius Caesar, The Hunger Games, Night, The Kite Runner, and two outside reading projects. 

Purpose: This course enables students to develop reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills to continue their education or to enter directly into the work force. This class also provides the students with one of the four English credits needed to graduate. 

Objectives: Students should develop critical reading, listening, and thinking skills; evaluate different sources of information; develop essay-writing skills; continue vocabulary development; find appreciation for literary genres throughout the body of world literature; and review usage of grammar and mechanics. 

Materials: The student must attend and be prepared with the necessary materials and supplies.  Please bring the following by Monday, August 13, 2012:
___3 prong folder with pockets and paper (no spirals, please -- this will often be left in class)

___small three-ring binder with dividers and notebook paper

___highlighter or correction pen/pencil of any color

___pens or pencils

___post it notes *

___index cards (1 pack)*

___headphones (optional)

*these items will be added to the class “box” so they are available for class use

Class needs (please choose at least one):

Windex
Hand sanitizer

Tissues

Pencils

Notebook paper

Markers

Scissors

Colored pencils

Poster board

Stapler(s)

Paper Towels

Clorox Wipes 

Evaluation and grading: A grading system is used with a higher possible point value for tests and projects and a lower possible point value for quizzes and homework. This class will have regular homework assignments, quizzes, required reading, pop quizzes, tests, and projects. Each four and 1/2 weeks there will be a unit test, a large writing assignment, and additional literature-related project.  Projects or papers of any sort will be accepted one day late, with a penalty of one letter grade. Two days after the due date, the project or paper will be permanently recorded as a zero. If there are extenuating circumstances, such as extended illness, a time-line for completion must be agreed upon before the due date or on the day of return to school or the same penalties apply. 
Calendars/assignments: Link to the class calendar and copies of handouts can be found on my teacher website:  adkinsenglishii.weebly.com
Standards and Academic Expectations: By the end of the semester the students will complete a state examination covering the following (abridged):

· Eight parts of speech

· Fragments and run-ons

· Sentence-combining techniques

· Basic sentence patterns

· Cognates, etymology, synonyms, antonyms, roots, affixes, suffixes

· Frequently confused words (see list in folder)

· Foreign words/phrases

· Summarize, paraphrase, critique information given orally

· Thesis and main points of a speech

· Style and structure of a speech

· Express ideas clearly (orally)

· Effective oral presentations

· Work in teams and group discussions

· Write in a variety of modes for different audiences/purposes

· Various prewriting strategies

· Thesis and organized essay

· Write in a variety of modes ( summary, explanation, persuasion, informational, lit analysis, creative expression)

· Revision of documents w supports, transitions, logical errors

· Complex, work-related texts (create)

· Define and narrow a topic

· Gather info from print and electronic

· Credibility, reliability, consistency, strengths

· Extended research paper

· Citations, organization of research text

· Inference and conclusions

· Fact v opinion, cause-effect, inferences, evidence, conclusions

· False premises, logical fallacies, quality of evidence

· Logical features of an argument

· Persuasive techniques

· Inductive/deductive

· Main points of info/tech texts

· Analyze organizational structures including graphics

· Evaluate aural, visual, written, images, special effects in media

· Agreements/conflicts between visual and verbal

· Influence of special effects in media messages

· Create coherent media based on written composition

· Characteristics of lit (poetry, novel, bio, short story, essay, drama, etc.)

· Conventions of each genre

· Literature and historical period

· [image: image1.emf]allegory dialogue lyric plot  (exposition…) setting

alliteration dramatic irony metaphor point of view simile

allusion dramatic poetrymonologue prose situational irony

antagonist epic mood protagonists soliloquy

aside flashback onomatopoeiapun sonnet

ballad foreshadowing parable repetition symbol

blank verse free verse paradox rhyme (internal, slant)theme

character hyperbole parody rhythm tone

characterizationidiom personificationsatire verbal irony

Literary terms

Each semester, Eng II will complete the following units (dates are approximate):



	Literary Work
	Writing Focus
	Additional Material
	Projects/Large Grades

	
	
	
	

	Julius Caesar
	character analysis*
	clips from the play
	memorized speech

	
	cause & effect*
	
	unit test

	
	evaluating speeches
	
	final essays

	
	
	
	

	The Hunger Games
	character analysis*
	The Hunger Games (film)
	final essays

	
	evaluating media
	
	unit test

	
	comparison*
	
	visual representation

	
	
	
	

	Night
	research paper*
	Life is Beautiful (film)
	What's in a word? (poster)

	
	historical relevance
	
	reading chart

	
	plagiarism/works cited
	
	essay test

	
	
	
	final documented paper

	
	
	
	

	The Kite Runner
	description*
	The Kite Runner (film)
	final essays

	
	inferences
	
	unit test

	
	sequencing*
	
	visual representation

	
	
	
	

	9/11 The Fireman's Story (documentary)
	various audio
	final essay

	
	persuasion*
	
	

	
	inductive/deductive 
	
	

	
	fact vs opinion
	
	




*indicates a full-length essay, complete with pre-writing requirements

Grammar and vocabulary:  In addition to the four week units, grammar, sentence structure, foreign phrases, and vocabulary will be studied throughout the year. Students are expected to keep notes in their composition notebook for this portion of the class. Material will be included on all unit tests and will be quizzed regularly.
Media: In order to meet or exceed the state requirements for instruction in media, Eng. II will critique many of the films listed. Please contact me if you would like your student provided with an alternate assignment during movie-viewing times. 
Please contact me for any situation that you feel needs to be addressed or for more information on our curriculum. Email is the best and quickest form of communication— aadkins@clevelandschools.org. You may also call the school and leave a message. I always return communication within 24 hours M-F. If you do not receive a reply from me in that time, please assume I have not received your email or message and try again. I welcome communication from all parents and guardians(
Looking forward to a fantastic semester!

Anita Adkins

CHS

aadkins@clevelandschools.org
RETURN THIS PAGE COMPLETED! (BOTH SIDES) 

This is your first homework assignment and it is due January 9th.

PARENTS/GUARDIANS: 

Please complete this page (front and back) with your student. Both parents and students should sign at the bottom of the next page. No student will participate in the media activities without a syllabus return.
Student Expectations:
1. I agree to participate 100% to create value for myself and to make this course worthwhile to me. 

2. I agree to be in class every day on time with notebook, textbook, and materials, and prepared to share in the learning process. 

3. I agree to present a tardy note (red pass) when late to class. I understand that in addition to the school-issued detention for being tardy, tardiness (and excessive absences) will ultimately affect my grade in this class. If I am tardy, I will wait quietly in the hall until Mrs. Adkins admits me. 

4. I agree to do all the homework and assignments completely and turn them in on time. Assignments not turned in on time due to unexcused absences will not be accepted. 

5. I agree to be respectful to my teacher, my classmates, and myself and in doing so will not be a distraction to my learning or to the learning of others. 

6. I agree to share my opinions with the class and to listen with respect and consideration to other opinions. I agree to give the recognized speaker my complete, undivided attention and will not side-talk or encourage anyone else to side-talk. 

7. I agree to share concerns and problems I experience in this class with Mrs. Adkins in a timely and appropriate fashion. 

8. I agree to be honest and to keep integrity in class and on all assignments. I will adhere to rules and policies of Cleveland High School, as outlined in the student handbook. 

9. I agree to only use electronic devices when Mrs. Adkins gives the “ok”, through use of a stop/go sign. (Phones are never permitted).

10. I agree to not eat or drink in class, with the exception of water, unless Mrs. Adkins designates a special time or activity.
Student’s Signature:____________________________________ Date:__________________ 

I have read and reviewed the attached syllabus and class policies with my student. 

Parent’s Signature:_____________________________________ Date: ___________________ 

Student Information Sheet

Name:______________________________ Grade:________ Subject:____________ 

Have you taken this class before? _____Yes _____No 

Address:__________________________________Home/cell Phone:(____)____-______ 

Father's (or guardian) Full Name:_____________________ Email _____________________
Place of Employment:__________________________Work/cell Phone:(____)_____-______ 

Mother's(or guardian) Full Name:_____________________ Email _____________________
Place of Employment:__________________________Work/cell Phone:(____)_____-______ 

Names and ages of brothers and sisters: 

_________________________ ________ ______________________ _________ 

_________________________ ________ ______________________ _________ 

Interests: 

Hobbies:_____________________ __________________ _______________________ 

Favorite Books:_______________ _________________ ________________________ 

Favorite Movies: _______________ __________________ ______________________ 

Favorite sport, activity, or entertainment: __________________ __________________ 

Favorite music or musical groups:_______________________ ___________________ 

What do you expect to learn in this class?______________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________

Do you work? __________If so, where? _______________________________________ 

What do you want to be when you get out of school?_____________________________ 

Additional information you would like me to know about you: 

Additional information you would like me to know that might help you do better in this class:
_1405950681.unknown

